'looser material inherited from Isaiah which lent itself to a more extended process of development'. Most recently MAUCHLINE 1), in a brief summing up, allows for the presence in these chapters of a fair amount of authentic Isaianic material, and is even reluctant to deny to the 8th century prophet the promise of resurrection in xxvi. 19, which he interprets in the individual sense which has seemed to many scholars to make necessary not only a post-exilic but a late post-exilic date.
These recent hypotheses of an early date for all or a substantial part of the section lie at the other extreme from the theories, now somewhat outmoded, which assigned 'the Isaiah Apocalypse', or some major portions of it, to various dates in the 2!}d century. PROCKSCH'S 2) view that what he calls the Liederkreis (xxiv. 8-18a, xxv. 1-5, xxvi. 1-6), xxvii. 2b ff.) refers to the fall of Carthage never had very much in its favour; and together with it even the somewhat better theories of a very late date must presumably be ruled out of court because of the Qumran evidence. Indeed, as RUDOLPH and others had maintained long before the Qumran MSS had been heard of, the history of the formation of the Old Testament Canon (as generally conceived) casts serious doubt on the more extreme suggestions of late dating. In all probability the date suggested by MULDER 3), viz., circa 270 RC., is about as late as can on general grounds be tolerated. Thus, discarding the views of DUHM 4), LODS 5), and MARTI 6), that the chapters contain reflections of events in the time of John Hyrcanus, we are left with various hypotheses of Isaianic authorship on the one hand, and, on the other, the suggestions of sundry dates early in the Greek period (as in the studies by RUDOLPH and MULDER), with LINDBLOM'S dating (viz., shortly after 486 B.C.) coming roughly halfway between the two extremes.
But to put the matter thus is grossly to oversimplify a highly complicated question. Bound up with the question of date, and, indeed, prior to it, is the question of structure and of unity. It has
